
 TRING RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 5th September 2018 at Puttenham Village Hall at 8.00pm 
 

Present: Cllrs Lovis, Chalmers, Thirkettle, Morgan (in the chair), Ward (vice-chair), Ayling, Fox, the Clerk, 
Borough Cllr Hicks and 7 members of the public 

 
MINUTES 

 
18/130 To receive and accept Apologies for Absence  
Borough Cllr Conway had sent her apologies 
 
18/131 To receive Declarations of Interest particular to this meeting  
None 

18/132 To approve Minutes of the Meeting on July 4th 2018 and sign as a true record  
(minutes available to view on website – www.tringrural-pc.co.uk) 

Cllr Ward proposed the minutes of the meeting of July 4th were accepted as a true record; this was seconded by Cllr 
Thirkettle. The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman. 

18/133 To review actions from previous meeting, where not covered elsewhere in agenda  
Actions were reviewed and the action log was updated. 
Regarding item 18/40, Cllr Thirkettle reported that the pump tracks at Long Marston should be completed within the 
week. The Clerk would arrange for the additional insurance as previously authorised. Cllr Morgan would speak to the 
company regarding signage. 
 
18/134 To update on Cllr resignation  
Cllr Morgan reported that following the last meeting, Cllr Craze had informed him that she would be resigning from 
the Council. The Clerk had been in contact with Dacorum and the vacancy had been advertised for the required 14 
days, no bye-election had been called and the Council could now fill the vacancy by co-option. The Council agreed that 
Cllr Morgan should approach the candidate who received the next highest number of votes in the 2017 elections to 
ask whether they would be interested in being co-opted to the Council. (Action) 

18/135 To update on review of agreement with LMFC for the Changing Rooms at Long Marston Rec  
Cllr Fox reported that along with Cllr Thirkettle the agreement with LMFC regarding the Changing Rooms at the Long 
Marston Rec had been reviewed with the aim of implementing a new agreement in January 2019. The proposed 
agreement had been circulated to all Cllrs and some revisions had been made. Cllrs Fox and Thirkettle had met with 
representatives of LMFC to discuss the amendments, many of which had been accepted. He said that the cost was a 
stumbling block for the football club as it was proposed that this would be higher than under the current agreement 
to cover the costs of the Parish Council. Cllr Thirkettle said that the principle behind the amendments was to ensure 
the Changing Rooms were an asset in the parish that shouldn’t cost the parish any money. He said the amended 
agreement sets out the responsibilities of both parties more clearly. He went on to say that the football club had got 
an understanding of what alternatives were available to them and how much these would cost. Cllr Fox said perhaps a 
big price hike in a short period of time might be too much and that there would be another meeting once both parties 
had had time to consider. Cllr Ayling asked about the next steps. The Clerk said that any further changes should come 
back to the full Council for approval before the agreement was signed. Cllr Fox noted that there was still enough time 
to get to that point before January 2019. 
 
18/136 To discuss and update on the following outdoor spaces issues: 

a. Options to improve security at the entrance to Long Marston recreation Ground – Cllr Chalmers 
reported he had looked at some options but hadn’t costed these yet. The aim of any changes would be 
to stop quad bikes from entering the Rec while still allowing buggies and mobility scooters to enter. It 
was agreed that this would be discussed in October. Cllr Morgan commented on the number of cars and 
youths hanging around in the car park at the rear of the village hall. Cllr Fox asked whether the Council 



wanted to increase the amount of parking behind the hall and some options were discussed. Cllrs Fox, 
Chalmers and Thirkettle agreed to meet to look at options. (Action) 

b. Agree to use additional cemetery spend for work to clear ivy from Yew Trees – The Clerk had received 
an email from the Wilstone cemetery contractor saying that he had been cutting the grass less over the 
last few months due to the dry weather. He had suggested carrying out work to remove ivy from the yew 
trees to the equivalent value at the end of the year. This was agreed by the Council. 

c. Update on vandalism to bench at Wilstone Recreation Ground – The Parish warden had previously 
updated the meeting about vandalism to one of the picnic benches at Wilstone Rec. He updated that he 
had now sawn off and removed the vandalised sections so now the bench was usable for 2 people. He 
said that the bench wasn’t heavily used and there were others at the Rec. the Council agreed to leave 
the bench as it was and take no further actions. 

d. Five-a-side goal at Long Marston Rec – Cllr Morgan reported that TRPC owned a large metal 5-a-side 
football goal which had been propped against the Changing Rooms at Long Marston and used by children 
as a goal against the wall. As this was deemed potentially dangerous should the goal fall, it had been 
moved to Central Farm where the owners had kindly agreed to temporarily store it. Cllr Morgan said as it 
was a parish asset he thought it should be re-installed. Cllr Thirkettle said there were probably safer and 
more modern goals available and agreed to cost up both options of re-installing or replacing the goal and 
report back to the Council. (Action) 

 
18/137 To update on GDPR and discuss options for Cllr email addresses  
The Clerk reported that updates had been made to the TRPC website and the privacy statement was now on the 
website with the policies going on in the next few weeks. She said she would update about PC encryption and email 
addresses for Cllrs at a future meeting. 

18/138 To update on analysis from Housing Needs survey and agree next steps  
Cllr Ward reported that she and Cllr Morgan had seen a draft copy of the results from the Housing Needs survey with 
the final report being published in the next two weeks. This would be circulated to all Cllrs and added to the October 
agenda for discussion. 

18/139 To update on Parish Playschemes & discuss next steps  
Cllr Morgan reported that both weeks of the playscheme planned during the summer holidays had been cancelled due 
to very low numbers which would have meant a substantial loss for the PC of over £1,500. APEX wasn’t imposing a 
cancellation charge on the Council although there would be an admin charge in the region of £100 to cover the cost of 
refunding all parents who had booked onto the scheme. Cllr Morgan was asked why so few children had booked on 
this year when the schemes had been so popular previously. He said it was a combination of price and publicity. He 
said that the Council has about £4,000 in reserves from income from previous schemes which to meet the terms of 
the Big Lottery grant, must be spent on future play schemes. He said that the Council must decide the best way to do 
this if it isn’t possible to make the schemes totally self-funding. Cllr Ayling said she had asked for feedback from 
parents and a number of people had said they hadn’t been aware of the schemes and that perhaps they should be 
advertised outside the parish in future. She also said the increase in price had made a big difference to parents whose 
children weren’t normally in childcare. It was agreed that Cllr Morgan would put together some financial analysis as it 
was accepted that this would need to be discussed with budget setting approaching. (Action) 

18/140 To update on works to trees in Parish  
The Clerk had received a schedule of works and a tree work specification from the contractor who had carried out the 
survey along with recommendation of two tree surgeons. This had been circulated to Cllrs. The Council agreed that 
wood taken from against the hedge should be chipped with the rest being cut into logs and piled up. The Clerk was 
asked to request from each contractor that they quote for each option for dealing with the tree stumps and to explain 
their process for dealing with the use of poison. It was agreed that the Clerk should write to the two contractors 
asking them to provide quotes for the work and a requirement for public liability up to £2 million. (Action) 
 
18/141 To discuss memorial requests for Wilstone Cemetery  
None 
 
18/142 Planning 
See separate list of planning applications & decisions 



 
18/143 Finance 
The monthly cashflow and budget monitoring statements for August had been circulated to Cllrs and were noted 
Business Reserves as of 31st August 2018 were £69,021.12 

 
a. Cllr Ward proposed a resolution to make the following payments; this was seconded by Cllr Thirkettle 

Payee Amount For 
HMRC £65.20 Tax on July salaries 
C Reedman £52.51 July expenses 
HAPTC £40.00 Cllr Ward attendance on Planning Essentials course 
EON £16.67 Electricity for LMCR 
HMRC £65.20 Tax on August salaries 
C Reedman £84.60 June &August expenses 
Cllr Morgan £54.00 Materials to fix bench at LM Rec 
Victory Hall £20.00 Flood Group Meeting 
DJ Winfield £196.56 July/August mowing at LM 
HAPTC £20.00 Clerk’s attendance on elections training 
Colin Chambers £580.00 Parish Tree survey & work specification 

  
b. Changes to Unity Trust bank charges had been circulated to Cllrs and were noted. 
c. The Clerk reported that a separate savings account for CIL funds could be set up with Unity Trust at no 

charge and using the same bank and signatory details. It was agreed that the Clerk should get the 
relevant paperwork for the October meeting. (Action) 

d. Cllr Morgan proposed a resolution to sign a direct debit mandate for EON for the payment of electricity 
for LMCR; this was seconded by Cllr Ward 

e. The Clerk explained that as the salary payments for employees were currently made by a regular 
Standing Order some balance payments were due for holiday pay. She also suggested cancelling the 
Standing Order and making a direct payment to employees each month to include the holiday pay. The 
amounts would be added to the next agenda for approval. 

 
18/144 To receive updates from Working Parties  
Highways 
Cllr Fox reported that the WP had completed work on survey of signage across the parish and were looking at 
priorities. The Warden had produced a report on signage. Cllr Chalmers was working on a survey of bridges and weight 
limits and also at planning consents at the airfield. Traffic surveys were about to start in Wilstone & Puttenham. 
County Cllr Hollinghurst had agreed to fund 9 speed & volume strips and 9 locations had been identified. The strips 
would be in place for a week and would by installed by November. The strips would give information on the number 
of vehicles coming through the Parish and their average speed and will be used to support future proposals. A second 
report had been put in Village news. The WP were aiming to get all data collected by the end of November with a 
report for the Council early in the New Year. 
 
Social Cohesion 
Cllr Ayling had circulated the Terms of Reference for the WP which were approved by the Council. She reported that 
the WP plans to set up a youth club spread between the villages and driven by young people within the parish. A 
meeting is taking place in Tring on September 12th raising the issue of loneliness in the area and members of the WP 
were hoping to attend. A cream tea had taken place for the elderly in Bromley and the WP were meeting with the 
vicar to share ideas. 
 
Safe Walking Routes 
Cllr Ward said that there was a meeting set for the end of September. Cllrs Ward and Morgan attended a meeting in 
Pitstone regarding the cycle route along Northfield Road. They had made a contact at Herts CC who had some S106 
money from the Deans farm development and was keen to visit and discuss the route from Gubblecote to Long 
Marston 
 
Flooding 
Cllr Morgan read the following update which had been put together by Peter Myrants, Chair of the Flood working 
Party. 



A meeting was held on 13th July between the TRPC FWP, three members of HCC’s Lead Local Flood Authority (HCC 
LLFA), two members of the Environment Agency, County Councillor Nick Hollinghurst. This was to discuss progress and 
actions on the current Natural Flood Management (NFM) program. 
Draft Terms of Reference for the NFM programme is still awaited 
Chapel Lane – At the meeting it was reported that Investigation and design work is still ongoing. However, yesterday, 
confirmation was received that a bid made by HCC LLFA to the RFCC for allocation of funding was successful. The 
Regional Flood and Coastal Committee (RFCC) is a committee established by the Environment Agency under the Flood 
and Water Management Act 2010 that brings together members appointed by Lead Local Flood Authorities (LLFAs) 
and independent members with relevant experience. The approved funding is for the investigation works to assess 
the feasibility of lowering Chapel Lane. Quotations are currently awaited for the ground investigation works, following 
which a programme of works will be developed 
NFM Options – 11 options were presented for initial discussion but need further work and ranking to determine 
complexity, constraints and dependencies, risk to implementation, impact benefit and timescales to implement. These 
will need further discussion with farmers and land owners before being presented to the community for further 
feedback and comment.  
Ditch clearing – suitable training to be developed and provided by EA to volunteers  
LM Culvert Survey – requested copy of CCTV survey from which EQ will share with HCC and TRPC FWP. 
Redundant Sewer Survey – ongoing investigations and survey being conducted by HCC – findings will be shared with 
TRPC FWP once available. 
A meeting was held on 26th July with Thames Water at the request of TRPC to discuss the ongoing issue of 
surcharging of the foul drainage system – particularly in Chapel Lane and parts of Station Rd, during periods of 
prolonged or heavy rainfall.  Present were five members of Thames Water from various disciplines at Senior levels, 
one member of HCC LLFA, two members of TRPC along with the FWP. 
There was a tour of the areas of the sewerage system most affected by the last occurrence in late May that resulted in 
a power outage of the Pumping Station in Chapel Lane and the backing up of sewage affecting many residents. This 
was only relieved when a temporary emergency generator was installed and approximately forty x 40,000 litre tankers 
arrived through the evening and following day to remove the excess foul water from the system. 
Thames Water agreed that the problem is due to rainwater entering and overwhelming their sewerage system but 
that it was unlikely to be due any general structural weakness in the system. This, they said, had been borne out by 
recent ultrasonic surveys and the monitoring of rate of change of foul water levels before, during and after significant 
rainfalls. TW technical representative presented graphs of the latter during meeting.  These graphs point more 
towards a single point of entry from an external source somewhere in the system.  
The meeting appeared to be a positive step in the right direction to bring relevant parties together to discuss the 
problem and TW appeared to be serious about tackling the issue. TW agreed to continue their investigations and 
suggested a further meeting in September to review their findings.  

 
18/145 To receive correspondence  

 An email had been received from a parishioner regarding development & planning along canal by Wilstone. 
Cllr Ward agreed to follow up with planning enforcement. (Action) 

 The Clerk had circulated the Hertfordshire Waste Local Plan: Call for sites and 
 this was noted by Cllrs. 

 The Clerk had received an email from the Berkhamsted Cycling Club informing the Council of a cycling time 
trial taking place on September 30th and coming through Long Marston. This was noted by Cllrs. 

 The Clerk had received an email from Herts CC about purchasing grit for the winter. Cllr Chalmers agreed to 
speak to a Wilstone resident who may be able to help spread the grit. (Action) 
 

 
18/146 To discuss Any Other Business and items for future agendas (NOTE: this item is for discussion only, 

Councillors can’t take decisions on items raised under AOB) 
 Cllr Fox said he had gone back to the planning officer at AVDC regarding the application at Marsworth airfield. The 

official response hasn’t been received but the planning officer said he was mindful to refuse. 
 Cllr Morgan said that the process for budget setting for 2019/20 would need to start soon and agreed to put 

together and circulate a timetable. This would be added to the October agenda and the Clerk and Cllr Morgan 
would produce a summary of how the current financial year was likely to end. 



 Cllr Morgan reported that the Warden needed a new mower and had suggested one that cost £236. It was agreed 
to add this to the October agenda for approval. 

 Cllr Morgan reported that there had been some recent road closures in the parish which had been very badly 
signposted with the diversion routes confusing. The Warden had written 2 letters and had a telephone 
conversation with the company and was waiting for a response as to the procedure for a road closure and who 
agrees the diversion route. 

 The Council asked the Clerk to arrange for the verges to be cut in the next two weeks with a half cut as previously 
approved. (Action) 

 The Clerk reported that Cllr Morgan and the Clerk would be conducting the Health and Safety Risk Assessment in 
the next two weeks. 

 
18/147 To open the meeting for Public Participation  
A member of the public asked to see a copy of the map for tree works in the parish. 
A member of the public said that Bierton PC had run successful playschemes for a number of years. 
 
As there was no further business the meeting closed at 10.00pm 
 
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd October at Wilstone Hall at 8pm.  
 
Lucy Bancroft        Wednesday 19th September 2018   
Clerk, Tring Rural Parish Council 
tringruralclerk@gmail.com 
 
 
  



TRING RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS TO BE DISCUSSED AT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 
5th  

Application Number Location Application TRPC Decision 
4/01910/18/TCA 
Oliver Phippen 

19-21 Station 
Road, Long 
Marston 

Works to Trees No Objection 

4/01899/18/FHA 
Briony Curtain 

Fairfield, 
Chapel Lane, 
Long Marston 

Demolition of existing side 
projection, construction of 
replacement side extension, 
loft extension and new roof 
with raised ridge 

No Objection 

4/01872/18/LBC 
Neil Robertson 

Tringford 
Pumping 
Station, Little 
Tring 

Removal of existing pumps 
and installation of new 
modern submersible pumps 

No Objection 

4/01840/18/FUL 
Rachel Marber 

Alnwick Farm 
House, 
Alnwick Drive, 
Long Marston 

Demolition of 2 agricultural 
buildings & construction of 5-
bedroom dwelling 

No Objection 

4/01784/18/FHA 
Briony Curtain 

Marston Place, 
Chapel Lane, 
Long Marston 

Demolition of existing & 
construction of replacement 
barn & cart shed 

No Objection 

4/01803/18/FUL 
Rachel Marber 

12 Tring Road, 
Wilstone 

Two storey side & rear 
extension & 2 new homes 

No Objection 

4/01786/18/ROC 
Sally Robbins 

Lukes Spinney, 
Lukes Lane, 
Gubblecote 

Removal of condition 5 
(agricultural occupancy) 
attached to planning 
permission 4/00017/91/FUL 
Construction of Farmhouse 

No Objection 

4/01850/18/FHA 
Oliver Phippen 

49, Tring Road, 
Wilstone 

Single & 2-storey rear 
extensions 

No Objection 

 

Dacorum BC Planning Decisions 

4/01444/18/FUL Grange Farm, Astrope Lane Demolition of existing storage buildings 7 
construction of tractor, agricultural machinery & farm storage barn 

GRANT 

4/01142/18/FHA Folly Cottage, Astrope Lane Loft conversion with rooflights to front elevation, 
oak framed detached car port 

GRANT 

 


